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Scriptural References 
 
Lk 1:26-38    Announcement of the Birth of Jesus.  
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,  
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 And coming to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30Then 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31Behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of 
David his father, 33and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 34But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a 
man?” 35And the angel said to her in reply, “The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God. 36And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 37for nothing will be impossible for God.” 

38Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
Gn 15:1-6 
1Some time afterward, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: Do not fear, Abram! I 
am your shield; I will make your reward very great. 2But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what can 
you give me, if I die childless and have only a servant of my household, Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3Abram continued, “Look, you have given me no offspring, so a servant of my household will 
be my heir.” 4Then the word of the LORD came to him: No, that one will not be your heir; your 
own offspring will be your heir. 5He took him outside and said: Look up at the sky and count 
the stars, if you can. Just so, he added, will your descendants be. 6Abram put his faith in the 
LORD, who attributed it to him as an act of righteousness.  
Lk 1:38 
38Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
Lk 1:43 
43And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
Gn 3:15 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; They will 
strike at your head, while you strike at their heel 
Lk 1:28 
28And coming to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  
Ez 44:2 
2The LORD said to me: This gate must remain closed; it must not be opened, and no one should 
come through it. Because the LORD, the God of Israel, came through it, it must remain closed. 
Mt 1:18-25 
18Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again, [amen,] I say to you, if two of you agree on 
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earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly 
Father. 20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” 21Then Peter approaching asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often 
must I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times 
but seventy-seven times. 23That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who 
decided to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began the accounting; a debtor was 
brought before him who owed him a huge amount. 25Since he had no way of paying it back, his 
master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment 
of the debt.  
 
 
 
Mt 13:55; 27:56: 28:1 
55Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon, and Judas? 
27:56 56Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee.  
28:1 1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary came to see the tomb.   
Rv 12:1 
1A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  
Jn 19:26-27 and Rv 12:17 
26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, behold, your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from 
that hour the disciple took her into his home.  
Rv 12:17 
17Then the dragon became angry with the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of 
her offspring, those who keep God’s commandments and bear witness to Jesus.  
Eph 5:25-27 
25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed himself over for her 
26to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of water with the word, 27that he might present to 
himself the church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish. 
Jn 2:1-10 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
2Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. 3When the wine ran short, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 [And] Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your 
concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each 
holding twenty to thirty gallons. 7Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them 
to the brim. 8Then he told them, “Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they 
took it. 9And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing 
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where it came from (although the servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called 
the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have 
drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 
  
Understanding "communion": the Christian's deepest vocation and reality  
1 Cor 12A-26 
26If [one] part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its 
joy.  
2 Cor 1:1 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of 
God that is in Corinth, with all the holy ones throughout Achaia:  
Heb 12:1-29 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of 
every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us 
2while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy 
that lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
of the throne of God. 3Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you 
may not grow weary and lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood. 5You have also forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as sons: 
“My son, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him;6for 
whom the Lord loves, he disciplines;7Endure your trials as “discipline”; God treats you as sons. 
For what “son” is there whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are without discipline, in 
which all have shared, you are not sons but bastards. 9Besides this, we have had our earthly 
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not [then] submit all the more to the 
Father of spirits and live? 10They disciplined us for a short time as seemed right to them, but he 
does so for our benefit, in order that we may share his holiness. 11At the time, all discipline 
seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 
those who are trained by it. 12So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. 13Make 
straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be dislocated but healed. 14Strive for 
peace with everyone, and for that holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it 
that no one be deprived of the grace of God, that no bitter root spring up and cause trouble, 
through which many may become defiled, 16that no one be an immoral or profane person like 
Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that later, when he wanted to 
inherit his father’s blessing, he was rejected because he found no opportunity to change his 
mind, even though he sought the blessing with tears. 18 You have not approached that which 
could be touched and a blazing fire and gloomy darkness and storm 19and a trumpet blast and a 
voice speaking words such that those who heard begged that no message be further addressed to 
them, 20for they could not bear to hear the command: “If even an21Indeed, so fearful was the 
spectacle that Moses said, “I am terrified and trembling.” 22No, you have approached Mount 
Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal 
gathering, 23and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and God the judge of all, and 
the spirits of the just made perfect, 24and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and the 
sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than that of Abel. 25See that you do not reject the 
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one who speaks. For if they did not escape when they refused the one who warned them on 
earth, how much more in our case if we turn away from the one who warns from heaven. 26His 
voice shook the earth at that time, but now he has promised, “I will once more shake not only 
earth but heaven.” 27That phrase, “once more,” points to [the] removal of shaken, created things, 
so that what is unshaken may remain. 28Therefore, we who are receiving the unshakable 
kingdom should have gratitude, with which we should offer worship pleasing to God in 
reverence and awe. 29For our God is a consuming fire. 
1 Cor 3:10-15 
10According to the grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and 
another is building upon it. But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, 11for no one can 
lay a foundation other than the one that is there, namely, Jesus Christ. 12If anyone builds on this 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13the work of each will come 
to light, for the Day will disclose it. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire [itself] will test the 
quality of each one’s work. 14If the work stands that someone built upon the foundation, that 
person will receive a wage. 15But if someone’s work is burned up, that one will suffer loss; the 
person will be saved, but only as through fire. 
1 Cor 2:9 
9But as it is written: “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the 
human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him,”  
Rom 12:9-21 
9Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; anticipate one another in showing honor.11Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in 
spirit, serve the Lord.12Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer.13Contribute to 
the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality.14Bless those who persecute [you], bless and do 
not curse them.15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Have the same 
regard for one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your 
own estimation. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned for what is noble in the sight 
of all 18If possible, on your part, live at peace with all. 19Beloved, do not look for revenge but 
leave room for the wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20Rather, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for 
by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.” 21Do not be conquered by evil but 
conquer evil with good.  
 
 


